What is claimmis: 

1 . A method for creating a virtual media channel at an end user, comprising: 
receiving a first signal including natiomal programming; 

receiving a second signal including local programming; 

receiving a network command originating from somewhere other than the end user; 
and / 

switching between said first and second signals in response to said network command, 
wherein said switching occurs at the end/user. 

2. The method of claim 1, further/comprising: 
receiving a second network command; and 

switching back between s^d first and second signals in response to said second 
• network command. / 

3. The method of claim 1, /wherein said receiving a first signal comprises receiving a 
satellite signal including national programming. 

4. The method of claim 1, wherein said receiving a first signal comprises receiving a 
direct broadcast satellite signal including national programming. 

5. The method of cjfaim 1, wherein said receiving a first signal comprises receiving a 
cable signal including national programming. 
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1, wherein said receiving a Second si^J^ < 



6. The method of clWm 1, wherein said receiving aiecond si^TI comprises receiving a 
broadcast television signal including local programming. 

7. The method of claim 1, wherein said receiving a second signal comprises receiving a 
digital broadcast television signal including local programming. 

8. The method of claim 1, wherein said receiving a second signal comprises receiving a 
cable signal including local programming. 

9. The method of claim 1, further comprising storing said second signal at the end user. 

10. The method of claim 9, wherein said switching between said first and second signals 
comprises switching between said fi/st signal and said stored second signal in response to 
said network command. 

11. The method of claim 1,/urther comprising storing said network command at the end 
user. 

12. The method of clAim 1, wherein said receiving a network command comprises 
receiving a network command including a time to switch between said first and second 
signals. 

13. The methafl of claim 11, wherein said receiving a network command comprises 
receiving a network command including a time to switch between said first and second 
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13, wherein said switching b&twee^^d 



14. The method of clHH 13, wherein said switching betweei^nd first signal and said 
second signal comprises switching between said first signal and said second signal at said 
time to switch included in said network command. 

15. The method of claim 14, further comprising spring said second signal at the end user. 

16. The method of claim 14, wherein said switching between said first signal and said 
second signal at said time to switch comprises ^witching between said first signal and said 
stored second signal at said time to switch. 

17. A method for creating a virtual media channel at an end user, comprising: 
receiving a first signal including a flrst program stream; 
receiving a second signal includiiig a second program stream; 
receiving a command originating from somewhere other than the end user; and 
switching between said first anp second signals in response to said command, wherein 

said switching occurs at the end user/ 

18. The method of claim 17, /vherein said receiving a first signal comprises receiving a 
first signal including a national program stream. 

19. The method of claim/18, wherein said receiving a second signal comprises receiving a 
second signal including a data stream. 

20. The method of claim 18, wherein said receiving a second signal comprises receiving a 
second signal including a national program stream. 
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21. The method of claim 18, wherein said receiving A second signal comprises receiving a 
second signal including a local program stream. / 

22. The method of claim 17, wherein said receiving a first signal comprises receiving a 
satellite signal including a first program stream. / 

23. The method of claim 17, wherein said receiving a first signal comprises receiving a 
cable signal including a first program stream. / 

24. The method of claim 17, wherein saifl receiving a first signal comprises receiving a 
broadcast television signal including a first program stream. 

25. The method of claim 17, wherein said receiving a first signal comprises receiving a 
digital broadcast television signal including a first program stream. 

26. The method of claim 25, wherein said receiving a digital broadcast television signal 
comprises receiving a digital broadcast/ television signal including a data stream. 

27. The method of claim 17, wMerein said receiving a first signal comprises receiving a 
first signal including a local program stream. 

28. The method of claim 27, Avherein said receiving a second signal comprises receiving a 
second signal including a local program stream. 
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d ^pTal comprises receiving a 

30. A receiving device located at an end user comprising: 

a first receiver channel that receives a first signal including a first data stream; 

a second receiver channel that receives a second signal including a second data 
stream; / 

a third receiver channel that receives a tttird signal including a network command 
originating from somewhere other than the end user; and 

a switch that switches between said first receiver channel and said second receiver 
channel based on said network command. / 

3 1 . The receiving device of claim 30, Mther comprising a storage device. 

32. The receiving device of claim 3a, wherein said storing device stores said first data 
stream. / 

33. The receiving device of claftm 31, wherein said storing device stores said network 
command. / 

34. The receiving device off claim 30, wherein said first receiver channel comprises a 
direct broadcast satellite recewer channel. 

35. The receiving devifce of claim 30, wherein said first receiver channel comprises a 
broadcast television recewer channel. 



29. The method of cWHfi 27, wherein said receiving a secj 
second signal including a data stream. 



-38- 



36. The receiving device of claim 30 5 wherein said fi/st receiver channel comprises a 
digital broadcast television receiver channel. / 

37. The receiving device of claim 30, wherein said first receiver channel comprises a 
cable receiver channel. / 

38. The receiving device of claim 34, wherein/said second receiver channel comprises a 
broadcast television receiver channel. / 

39. The receiving device of claim 38, whe/ein said second receiver channel comprises a 
digital broadcast television receiver channel. / 

40. The receiving device of claim 31/ wherein said switch switches between said first 
receiver channel and said storage device)t)ased on said network command. 

41 The receiving device of clainy 30, wherein said second receiver channel and said third 
receiver channel are the same. / 

42 The receiving device oy claim 31, wherein said first receiver channel comprises a 
telecommunications channel. / 

43 The receiving devip of claim 42 wherein said first data stream is received on said 
telecommunications channel and cached on said storage device. 
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a first receiver that receives a first data stream frorif a direct broadcast satellite system; 

a second receiver that receives a second data /stream from a broadcast television 
system; and / 

a switch connected to said first receiver and said second receiver and responsive to a 
network command. / 

45 The receiving device of claim 44 wherein said second data stream includes local 
programming. / 

46 The receiving device of claim 44 wherein said second data stream includes data files. 

47 The receiving device of claim 44 mrther comprising a storage device said second data 
stream. / 

48 A switch comprising: / 

a first input connected to a flrst receiver; 

a second input connect to af second receiver; and 

an output for providing yone of said first input and said second input device to an 
output device, / 

wherein said switch switches between said first input and said second output in 
response to a remotely originated command. 

49 A method for creating a virtual media channel, comprising: 
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monitoring a fir^signal for cue data, wherein/said fir^^ignal includes national 
programming; 

generating an avail profile using said cue data; 
selecting a delivery commitment that can be satisfied by said avail profile, wherein 
local program content is associated with said delivery commitment; 

transmitting a second signal with said loca/ program content according to said avail 
profile; and 

causing a receiving device located at or /tear the point of reception by an end user to 
switch between said first signal and said secona signal. 

50. The method of claim 49, wherein said causing a receiving device to switch between 
said first signal and said second signal comprises sending a switch command. 

51. The method of claim 50, wherein said sending a switch command comprises 
broadcasting a switch command. 

52. The method of claim 51, /wherein said broadcasting a switch command comprises 
broadcasting a switch command ever a direct broadcast satellite signal. 

53. The method of clainy 51, wherein said broadcasting a switch command comprises 
broadcasting a switch command over a broadcast television signal. 

54. The method of cliim 50, wherein said sending a switch command comprises sending 
a switch command over/a cable network. 
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itch coTmTand comprises sending 

56. The method of claim 49, wherein said transmitting a second signal with said local 
program content comprises transmitting a second simal with advertising content. 

57. The method of claim 49, wherein said transmitting a second signal with said local 
program content comprises transmitting a second signal with data delivery content. 

58. A method for delivering a program stream to an end user comprising: 
maintaining a database of available inventory for the delivery of program streams; 
receiving a request regarding delivery of a program stream within said available 

inventory; / 

scheduling said program stream for delivery; 
delivering said program strieam to the end user; and 
verifying that said progralm stream was delivered. 

59. The method of claimr 58, wherein said receiving a request regarding delivery of a 
program stream comprises/ receiving a request regarding delivery, including reach and 
frequency, of a program stream. 

60. The method oy claim 58, wherein said receiving a request regarding delivery of a 
program stream comprises receiving a request regarding delivery of a program stream in a 
specific program tiraeslot. 
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55. The method of clam 50, wherein said sending a sjt 
a switch command over a telecommunications network. 



; ^1^58, further comprising determining v^^^e 



61. The method of c\Wm 58, further comprising determining v^WFher said request can be 
met by said available inventory. 

62. The method of claim 58, further comprising/ allowing a requestor to browse said 
available inventory. 

63. The method of claim 62, wherein said allowing a requestor to browse said available 
inventory comprises allowing a requestor to specify parameters to classify said available 
inventory. 

64. The method of claim 58, wherein /aid scheduling said program stream for delivery 
comprises generating a delivery commytment profile regarding delivery of said program 
stream including at least one of an intended recipient, a size of said delivery, a time limitation 
associated with said delivery, a location of said program stream, a level of execution priority, 
and a make-good right. 

65 . The method of claim 58, fiGrther comprising receiving said program stream. 

66. The method of claim ^8, further comprising receiving location indicia associated with 
said program stream. 

67. The method of claim 66, wherein said receiving location indicia comprises receiving a 
URL address from whicn said program stream can be retrieved. 
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uting saiWTelivery commitment to 

69. The method of claim 68, wherein said distributing said delivery commitment 
comprises distributing said delivery commitment ho a local content provider for assigning 
said delivery commitment against it local availably inventory. 

70. The method of claim 58, wherein ysaid step of delivering said program stream 
comprises monitoring a program channel fo/ cue data. 

71. The method of claim 70, furtherrcomprising generating an avail profile based on said 
cue data, said avail profile including at least one of an applicable program channel, a exact 
time of an available local program segment, a length of said available local program segment, 
and a viewership profile of said loc&l program segment. 

72. The method of claim 7l/ further comprising determining whether said avail profile 
fulfills obligations associated with said program stream scheduled for delivery. 

73. The method of claim 72, further comprising causing delivery of said program stream 
if said avail profile fulfills said obligations. 

74. The method of /claim 73, wherein said causing delivery of said program stream 
comprises causing real/time delivery of said program stream. 



lifts 



68. The method of claST 64, further comprising distrij 
a local content provider. 
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72, further comprising detern/nine^^t 



75. The method of claim 72, further comprising determining wnether said avail profile 
fulfills obligations associated with another program stream scheduled for delivery. 

76. The method of claim 75, further comprising aetermining which of said program 
stream and said another program stream has higher primty. 

77. The method of claim 58, wherein said verifying that said program stream was 
delivered comprises receiving information from pn end user receiving device regarding 
delivery of said program stream. 

78. A method for providing a local progr/im stream to an end user receiving a national 
program stream: 

monitoring said national progran/ stream for indicia regarding a local program 
segment; 

transmitting said local program sftream during said local program segment; 
causing an end user receiving device to switch between said national program stream 
and said local program stream at the start of said local program segment. 

79. A method for pro viding an electronic exchange for delivery commitments comprising: 
providing an electronic jfnterface to a plurality of buyers and sellers of delivery 

commitments; 

receiving a post from £ seller for bandwidth that can be used to satisfy a delivery 
commitment; 

maintaining said post/ of bandwidth in an available inventory database; and 
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r^^i buyer to purchase a delivery/comm^^n 



receiving a bid from a buyer to purchase a delivery/commitment to be satisfied from 
said available inventory. 

80. The method of claim 79, further comprising receiving a request from said buyer to 
review said available inventory database. 

81. The method of claim 79, further comprising filing said delivery commitment to said 
buyer. 

82. The method of claim 79, further composing scheduling at least a portion of said 
delivery commitment. 

83. The method of claim 82, further comprising automatically executing said scheduled 
delivery commitment. 

84. The method of claim 83, furthei/comprismg verifying said execution of said delivery 
commitment. 

85. The method of claim 83, fii/ther comprising scheduling a remaining portion of said 
delivery commitment not executed^ 

86. The method of claim 82, further comprising: 

receiving a bid from a sfecond buyer to purchase a second delivery commitment to be 
satisfied from said available inventory; and 
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prioritizing said aefivery commitment and saip second aelivery commitment to 
determine an order of executing same. 



87. The method of claim 86, wherein said prioritising comprises: 
forwarding said delivery commitment and saip second delivery commitment to a local 

command server; 

forwarding a degree of fulfillment for eachjbf said delivery commitments to said local 
command server; and 

determining a priority for each of said delivery commitments based on said degree of 
fulfillment. 

88. A method for prioritizing delivery cdmmitments comprising: 
scheduling a first delivery commitment based on a first priority; 
scheduling a second delivery commitment in accordance with said first priority; 
executing at least a portion of said first delivery commitment thereby establishing a 

degree of fulfillment for said first delivery commitment; and 

determining an adjusted priority/based on said degree of fulfillment. 

89. The method of claim 88, Wherein said scheduling a first delivery commitment 
comprises scheduling said first delivery commitment in each of a plurality of local markets, 
wherein said executing at least a/ portion of said first delivery commitment comprises 
executing at least a portion of said mrst delivery commitment in each of said plurality of local 
markets thereby establishing a detree of fulfillment for said first delivery commitment in 
each of said plurality of local markets, and wherein said determining an adjusted priority 
comprises determining an adjusted priority for each of said plurality of local markets. 
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90. A system for sending a data file to a end user comprising: 
a direct television system for transmitting the darca file to an end user receiving device; 

and / 

a network command server for providing a network command to said end user 
receiving device to initiate receipt of the data file py said end user receiving device. 

91. The system of claim 90, wherein saicyend user receiving device includes a storage 
device for storing the data file. / 

92. The system of claim 90, wherein said network command server includes an interface 
for an end user to specify delivery parameters for the data file. 

93. The system of claim 90, wherein said network command server provides a network 
command to a plurality of end u/ser receiving devices to initiate receipt of the data file by 
each of said plurality of end uses: receiving devices. 
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